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Sunday 5th July 2020 – Readings & Sermon 
 

Zephaniah 3: 14 – 20 

14 Sing, Daughter Zion; 

    shout aloud, Israel! 

Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 

    Daughter Jerusalem! 

15 The Lord has taken away your punishment, 

    he has turned back your enemy. 

The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you; 

    never again will you fear any harm. 

16 On that day 

    they will say to Jerusalem, 

“Do not fear, Zion; 

    do not let your hands hang limp. 

17 The Lord your God is with you, 

    the Mighty Warrior who saves. 

He will take great delight in you; 

    in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 

    but will rejoice over you with singing.” 

18 “I will remove from you 

    all who mourn over the loss of your appointed festivals, 

    which is a burden and reproach for you. 

19 At that time I will deal 

    with all who oppressed you. 

I will rescue the lame; 

    I will gather the exiles. 

I will give them praise and honour 

    in every land where they have suffered shame. 

20 At that time I will gather you; 

    at that time I will bring you home. 

I will give you honour and praise 

    among all the peoples of the earth 
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when I restore your fortunes 

    before your very eyes,” 
 

 

Romans 8: 18 - end 

Present Suffering and Future Glory 

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 

the glory that will be revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager 

expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the creation 

was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of 

the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be 

liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom 

and glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation 

has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present 

time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, 

the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But 

hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already 

have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it 

patiently.  

 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not 

know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for 

us through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts knows 

the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people 

in accordance with the will of God. 

 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 

love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those 

God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 

his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and 

sisters. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he 

also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
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More than Conquerors 

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, 

who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave 

him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously 

give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom 

God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who 

condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was 

raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for 

us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 

hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 

angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 

powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 
 

  

We Have the Certain Hope of Rescue – Rev’d Kelvin Woolmer 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Question - Are we in our modern world cut out for doing difficult 

stuff for keeping at something that needs perseverance? I mean I am 

fascinated by people who find a hobby that takes over their lives, 

and to the rest of the world it seems irrelevant and we ask the 
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question “Why do they do that?” but to them it’s important and 

gives their life some meaning.  
 

 

For instance, Rod Stewart is a model train enthusiast; spent 26 years 

building a model train set and developing a whole world that engulfs 

him, there are lots of people like him. They find something that 

keeps them busy, gives them interest and kinda cuts them off from 

the rest of the world as soon as they walk into their special train 

room. Honestly they have to have it ‘right’, and the thing is: that very 

few people get to see how precise and minute their attention to 

detail is. Rod Stewart said his wife never goes in his train room, so its 

not as if they can even share with their own family is it? 
 

Or if you’re like me; and most people are, we start 

something and then it gets hard so we think “This is 

just not worth it.” Maybe you’ve said that as you’ve 

worked on something. I remember when we first got 

married I used to wallpaper every room in the house. I 

spent hours up ladders and prepping walls and 

smoothing out bumps so that the wall paper would lay flat. And it 

wasn’t cheap; it was all Laura Ashley 

wallpaper, wonderful patterns which I 

matched up so that the pattern flowed up the 

walls. And then once it was all up and lovely, 

we’d put furniture in front of it and hang loads 

of pictures up so no one could see the wall 

paper anyway. 
 

But now we just paint everything magnolia and it still looks okay. 

Perhaps the goal was good and exciting. Maybe you were like that 

too? I don’t mean wallpapering, but something that you started out 

doing that in the end, you just thought, “What’s the point?” THE 

EFFORT INVOLVED JUST DIDN’T SEEM WORTH IT. 
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Paul, throughout Romans 8, is addressing that very 

thought amongst the Roman Christians. They weren’t 

discouraged because the wallpaper in the house wants 

sticking up properly, they were beginning to feel troubled 

about their faith.  
 

Was their new faith in Jesus Christ worth it? Why should 

they keep going if they didn’t feel they were achieving anything?  

Those who were Jewish converts to Christianity were feeling the pain 

and isolation of being cut off from the rest of their Jewish families 

who did not convert. The Gentile Christians were facing mockery for 

their faith that was making their lives more difficult.  
 

Rumours about this new Christian faith were running rife - did you 

know that they were accused of practicing cannibalism (from a 

misunderstanding about the Lord’s Supper) so Christians are 

becoming persona non grata amongst the community in which they 

lived? 
 

All the while, there’s the pressure from a public to give up this new 

faith, the local Jewish religious leadership shunned them, and the 

Romans began to persecute them, a persecution which we have no 

personal experience of, but if we look at the ISIS persecution of 

sections of the Muslim faith and the murders committed, we might 

get some idea of how it was for the Christians in the 1st Century. 
 

Christians were beginning to be tortured 

and killed in horrific ways because of their 

faith all because the Roman government 

deemed the religion illegal. 
 

As trials and struggles seem to multiply and the sole cause of it is just 

because you’re a Christian, then people being people, and all being 
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human as well, then why wouldn’t you question your new faith? Why 

wouldn’t you ask “is this pain and suffering worth it?” 
 

Paul’s message to the Roman Christians is, of course, yes, it is all 

worth it. In fact it’s more than worth it. Listen to what he says, “I 

consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 

the glory that will be revealed in us.” The word Paul uses there 

means that you’re trying to compare things of values that cannot be 

compared. Can you compare the value of a miniature trainset to a 

real railway? The only comparison you could possibly make is: “That 

for now I see the small vision of what is real, and when I set foot on 

the real train, I will understand that my small faith has saved me and 

got me to be a full passenger on the journey to heaven.” 
 

But it’s easy to lose track of that. It’s very easy to 

become distracted and thinking that this life is the 

be-all and end-all of everything there is. As a priest 

I’ve been told quite bluntly by some that this life is 

all there is, there is nothing else. (Having worked in 

multi faith communities in London and in multi faith religious council 

groups, I’m fascinated that no one ever criticises the other faiths, 

they only feel safe criticising the Christians. So I kinda guess we are 

the dangerous religion because deep down inside people might 

actually think we have got it right?) 
 

But for everyone, and I mean everyone, we all suffer the same 

problem of being human, living in a human dominated world, and 

humans do human stuff which helps or hurts other humans, and 

sometimes the world itself seems to want to get stuck in and have a 

go at the humans and we end up with disasters and tragedies which 

make us pause.  
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And for many of us, well, there’s life itself. Yep even our own life, our 

own bodies; our own thoughts will just make us feel “Well this is 

damned hard work.” 
 

Well where are we going with today’s sermon, not exactly a barrel of 

laughs at the moment is it! 
 

You see, the world, and living in the world, 

can have its ups and downs, and it depends 

where you live and how you are at that 

moment in time. But what’s the consistent 

thing that can make us smile all the time, 

what’s the consistent thing that we can carry around with us and 

tap-into anytime we’re feeling fed up, ill, angry, or feeling left out? 

What is it that helps us live “right side up?” 
 

Well you know what that is, it’s our faith in Jesus, it’s the fact, and I 

mean that, it’s a fact; Jesus came to earth to die for our sins so that 

we might have eternal life. 

Where do we find all this information to help us in our walk with our 

faith? The BIBLE 

 

That’s where we find out about Christ, that’s 

who Paul is writing about.  
 

When we ‘turn to Christ’ we gain something others don’t have, we 

get filled with the Holy Spirit, we get filled with new life, we get a 

new hope and a new guarantee of living our lives in the sure and 

certain knowledge that God loves us. Not just loves us in a communal 

human sense, but loves each of us, individually and separately.  
 

Paul says we’re standing in this life with that handful of dirt and by 

God’s grace we are trading it in for a bucketful of diamonds. 
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A new, a better life is coming. But it’s not going to come here. We’re 

not going to be able to make peoples and nations stop fighting each 

other. We’re not going to be able to solve every problem that comes 

up in our lives and in the lives of others. And we’re not even going to 

put an end to sin on this earth. But we don’t have to, because God’s 

got a plan, and it’s in action in each of us if we just have the 

willingness to keep going with it because we know something better 

is coming. He has enabled us to forgive as we’ve been forgiven. Jesus 

has given us real and certain hope for the future. 
 

For the Christian, the pain of this life is pain with a purpose. The end 

is in sight, and while we suffer here, we won’t suffer in heaven. 

Heaven will be a place of unending joy and happiness.  
 

So back to my question at the beginning, which 

you’ve probably forgotten. “Are we in our 

modern world cut out for doing difficult stuff?  
 

The answer for living our Christian life is yes because 

Jesus is our passion, he is our signpost and if truth-be-

told he’s already done the hard part, we just have to 

gather together, learn more about him and then go 

and tell others. That’s not hard, I mean how hard is it 

to go out and tell people about a life saving way to live? We’ve been 

doing it for three months in lockdown, wearing masks and keeping 

distance and people have listened (well mostly.) So telling people 

about a lifesaving God can’t be any harder - can it? 
 

To paraphrase an old song: “So in this life, yep sometimes it’s tough, 

but when the going gets tough, the Christians get going.” Because we 

know our faith is real, we just need to remember that. And then we 

can do anything.   
 

Amen. 


