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Welcome and The Greeting 

Grace mercy and peace from God our Father, and our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you 

And also with you 

We stand before the throne of God with countless crowds from 

every nation and race, tribe and language 

Blessing and glory and wisdom, 

Thanksgiving and honour, power and might 

Be to our God for ever and ever 

Amen 

Creator God, whose love is new every morning, 

your Spirit calls us to proclaim your saving love afresh to every 

generation. 

We pray for your blessing and encouragement as we seek to learn 

and to explore the possibilities of fresh expressions of church, 

and see your love extended in this way in our local communities. 

Grant us the creativity, imagination and energy to tell your story 

and share your good news among new disciples. 

May we have the inspiration, which you gave to the saints of old, 

to be prophets and teachers, artists and encouragers; 

and through your Spirit moving in the body of your Church, 

may we share in your mission of love and see lives transformed. 



Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Living God, Draw us deeper into your love 

Jesus our Lord, Send us to care and serve 

Holy Spirit, make us heralds of good news 

Stir us and strengthen us, teach us and inspire us 

to live your love with generosity and joy 

imagination and courage; for the sake of your world 

and in the name of Jesus.  

Amen 

 

Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy 

YouTube video with lyrics: https://youtu.be/YIHD40CZY34 

Confession 

When the Lord comes, 

He will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will 

disclose the purposes of the heart.  Therefore in the light of Christ let 

us confess our sins. 

Silence is kept 

We say together: 

Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

We confess that we have sinned 

In thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy, 

Forgive what we have been; 

https://youtu.be/YIHD40CZY34


Help us to amend what we are; 

And direct what we shall be. 

That we may do justly, 

Love mercy, 

And walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen 

 

May the God of love and power 

Forgive us and free us from our sins; 

Heal and strengthen us by his Spirit 

And raise us to new life in Christ our Lord 

Amen 

 

First Reading: Genesis 21 v1-21 (NIV) -  Read by Simon Reeves  

The birth of Isaac 

The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah 

as he had promised. Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his 

old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham gave 

the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. And Abraham 

circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had 

commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son 

Isaac was born to him. Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter 

for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” And she said, “Who 

would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? 

Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” The child grew, and was 

weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was 

weaned.  

Hagar and Ishmael are sent away 

But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to 

Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast 



out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman 

shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very 

distressing to Abraham on account of his son. But God said to 

Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of 

your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, 

for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named after you. As for 

the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because 

he is your offspring.”  

 

So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of 

water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with 

the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about 

in the wilderness of Beersheba. When the water in the skin was 

gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then she went and 

sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 

bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” 

And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept.  

 

And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to 

Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do 

not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is.” 

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, 

and became an expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of 

Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

 



Gospel Reading:  Matthew 10 v24-39 (NIV) -  Read by Ann Lawrence  

Coming Persecutions 

“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it 

is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the 

master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how 

much more will they malign those of his household! 

Whom to fear 

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be 

uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I 

say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, 

proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body 

but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul 

and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one 

of them will fall to the ground unperceived by your Father. And even 

the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of 

more value than many sparrows. 

Confessing and rejecting Christ 

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me 

before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 

Not peace, but a sword 

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not 

come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man 

against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 

daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be 

members of one’s own household. 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; 

and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 

me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not 



worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who 

lose their life for my sake will find it.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon by Lay Reader-in-Training – Janis Large 

When I was completing my Old 

Testament studies course last year, 

session nine was about how to 

approach those challenging passages 

in the Old Testament; the ones that 

either shock us or more often do not 

seem to make sense with our idea of a 

loving and caring God.  

I suppose today’s passage from Genesis would be labelled ‘a difficult 

passage’. Here we have the story of a dysfunctional family. We have 

got an elderly husband and wife, with their most longed for son and 

a surrogate child and his mother, all living together in the same 

space. There is friction between the two women; the husband has to 

decide between his two sons which then leads to one being cast out 

from the family. Let’s just say, if it was not in the Bible, you would 

think it was a scenario for a reality TV show. So, what are we to make 

of this?  

Firstly, I think it helps to understand something of the backstory to 

what we have read. Abraham and Sarah are old, and they have no 

children. God promises Abraham that he will be the father of a great 

nation that is more numerous than the stars and that Sarah will be 

the mother of this nation. About ten years later, there is still no baby, 

so Sarah takes matters into her own hands and offers her servant 

Hagar to her husband. Hagar has a son, who is called Ishmael. Roll on 



another 14 years, Abraham is now ninety-

nine and Sarah is well past child-bearing age. 

Following a visit by three travellers, God’s 

promise of a son is reiterated, to which 

Sarah laughs. (If you were here last week, 

you will recognise this part of the story.) A year later Sarah has a son. 

She calls him Isaac. There is a bit of wordplay here, as the word 

yishaq is Hebrew for Isaac, and it also means ‘He laughs’. A name 

which reflects the joy that Sarah must have felt at the birth of her 

long-for son.  

Isaac is now three years old and there is a feast to celebrate his 

weaning. To us this probably seems a bit old for weaning, but we 

have to bear in mind this story takes place are in a primitive culture. 

For us Europeans it would be the equivalent of our Stone Age. Many 

children at that time would have succumbed to various illnesses 

during infancy, so it is not surprising that Abraham would want to 

celebrate this event. Ishmael, who is now 17, is there at the party. It 

is at the party that Sarah sees something that causes her to be upset.  

In verse 9, some translations say that he is 

playing with his younger brother; others say 

that he is mocking him, teasing or taunting 

him. However, they do point out that there is 

word play or a pun over Isaac’s name; sort of 

‘Isaac-ing Isaac’. It is probably easier for us to think of Ishmael as 

‘playing the part of Isaac’, literally pretending to take Isaac’s place as 

Abraham’s heir. This is what prompts Sarah’s demand for Abraham 

to send Hagar and Ishmael away. 

Abraham does not want to do it. He is 

distressed. He loves the boy, but Sarah 

wants the boy and his mother gone. He 

dithers, until God steps in and reassures 



Abraham that although Isaac is the principle heir to God’s promise, 

Ishmael will also become the father of a nation. With that Abraham 

sends Hagar and Ishmael away with water and a little food into the 

desert. When the food and water run out, Hagar, in her despair, 

leaves her son under a bush, probably in an attempt to shield him 

from the burning sun, and walks away because she cannot bear to 

see him die.  

Then something miraculous happens, an angel responds to her cries 

of despair. She is told of the promise God has made concerning 

Ishmael’s future and a spring of water appears, from which they can 

drink. And thus, a happy ending ensues. 

At this point, however, I am left wondering why the authors of the 

Old Testament chose this particular story to include in the section in 

Genesis about Abraham, because he appears as a ‘bit part’ and does 

not really come out of this story well. But then perhaps Abraham is 

not the character, or characters, we should focus on.  

I remember our tutor telling us that stories like this one are here to 

tell us something about how the people of the time understood the 

nature of God and their relationship with God. Therefore, if we take 

that as our cue, what we can find out.  

For me, I see a woman and her son who have 

no agency over what happens to them. 

Indeed, if you read the passage carefully 

Ishmael’s name is not even mentioned. Did 

you notice that? He is referred to as the son 

of the slave woman. Did you also notice how 

Hagar is also not mentioned by name? They are literally nobodies. 

Another thing you notice is that Hagar and Ishmael are powerless to 

affect the choices that made in this passage. They have no say in 

what happens to them. Their voice is not heard. They are cast out 

into the desert and abandoned. Once the food and water are gone, 



there is nothing left to do but to die. Can you imagine the despair 

and the anguish they experience? But here is where something of 

the nature of God is revealed.   

God hears Hagar’s cries of despair. An angel is sent to her. Verse 17 

begins with ‘God heard the boy crying’. In Hebrew, the first two 

syllables of the verse are the name ‘Ishmael’ – ‘God heard’ and this is 

the only time in the whole of the passage that Ishmael is referred to 

by name. It is as if the meaning of his name is being emphasised. God 

hears the cries of the outcast and the abandoned. God hears them. 

God has compassion and God acts. 

So how does this story from so long ago relate to our lives?  It is fair 

to say that we have not been cast out into a desert with little 

provisions. However, the story of Hagar and Ishmael does have a 

universal application to our lives and to all those we will meet this 

week. Hagar and Ishmael were outcasts, abandoned, in despair. I 

think has great resonance for our situation.  

This week the news has been full reports on 

the welfare of vulnerable children, and the 

effects that not going to school has had to 

not only to their educational outcomes but 

also to their mental well-being. There is the 

feeling that these children have been 

forgotten, abandoned. Have they been overlooked? Are they an 

afterthought to the demands of business? And it is not just children. 

As we tentatively emerge from Coronavirus lockdown, many in our 

communities have experienced changes to their lives of seismic 

proportions. Perhaps we know someone who feels abandoned, is 

lonely, who is filled with despair; someone who is grieving, or 

someone who has not seen their family since March? Perhaps, we 

know someone who is fearful, for the future and its unknowns, or 

maybe someone who is simply afraid of venturing out post-



lockdown. And perhaps we do not have to look too far for that 

someone, because perhaps that someone is you. 

Like Hagar and Ishmael, we can feel overlooked, not important, 

abandoned, afraid of the future, but this is not what God wants for 

us. We matter to him. We are special to him. We can call out to him. 

He will hear us. He will not leave us in 

despair, because He is with us and He 

has a plan and a future for us. That is 

our hope.  

All we have to do is ask. 

 

Hymn: Amazing Grace 

YouTube video with lyrics: https://youtu.be/N3yLV2M0rlc 

The Peace 

We share the peace: 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 

Since as members of one body you are called to peace. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

And also with you 

The Creed 

We declare our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God: 

Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God 

But made himself nothing. 

Taking the form of a slave, he was born in human likeness 

He humbled himself and was obedient to death, 

Even the death of the cross. 

https://youtu.be/N3yLV2M0rlc


Therefore God has raised him on high, and given him the name 

above every name 

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow 

And every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord 

To the glory of God the Father 

Amen   

The Collect 

Faithful Creator, 

whose mercy never fails: 

deepen our faithfulness to you 

and to your living Word, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Intercessions: by Rev’d Rachel Simons  

Jesus taught us to call God our Father, 

so in faith and trust we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread,  

And forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory  

for ever and ever.   

Amen 

Lord, in these days of mercy,  



make us quiet and prayerful; 

in these days of challenge, 

make us stronger in you; 

in these days of emptiness, 

take possession of us; 

in these days of waiting, 

open our hearts to the mystery of your cross.  

Amen 

Hymn: My Jesus, My Saviour 

YouTube video with lyrics: https://youtu.be/gn5CMSSAx_c 

The Blessing: Rev’d Kelvin Woolmer 

Go forth into the world in peace; 

Be of good courage; 

Hold fast that which is good; 

Render to no one evil for evil; 

Strengthen the fainthearted;  

Support the weak; help the afflicted;  

Honour everyone; 

Love and serve the Lord, 

Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England 
(2000), and New Patterns for Worship (2002) material from which is 

included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 
(2000, 2002) 
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