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Talk: by Rev’d Kelvin Woolmer 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m always interested how today’s readings are linked. Who was it 

that sat down and thought “Oh I know, I’ll link the visit of three 

travellers who sat and ate with Abraham, and add the section from 

Matthew about disciples being sent out to share the mission of Jesus 

with the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  

 

Basically, how does it link Abraham, one of the Old Testament Jews 

who was so faithful to God, with the Jews of 1st Century Israel who 

seemed to have gone off on their own track and used the Old 

Testament scripts to fulfil their own desires rather than that of God? 

It’s all clever stuff, and I think I got the link, or maybe I haven’t, but 

here’s what I think.  

 

Let’s start with Abraham; he is about 100 years old and he’s outside 

his tent. Note that it is now Abraham who sits there, not Abram. It’s 

the same man, but with a new name. God changed it earlier that 

year as Abraham turned ninety-nine (Gen. 17:4-6).  

 

Names were very significant for Hebrews. A name signified an 

identity. Abram means ‘exalted father.’ Abraham means ‘father of 
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many.’ By changing his name, God had set Abraham apart as his 

special servant with a special destiny—to be the father of a great 

nation, through which God would bless the earth.  

 

He did the same thing with Sarai, changing her name to Sarah (Gen. 

17:15-16). She was going to be mother to nations and kings and give 

birth to a son who would set the whole plan of God in motion. It’s 

been some twenty-four years since God first promised to give these 

two childless senior citizens a son. A prime example of God’s plan 

takes God’s time, not ours. In that time Abram and Sarai became 

Abraham and Sarah.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, Abraham is sitting outside his tent, he sees three men standing 

nearby. They seem to have appeared out of nowhere, and something 

about them wakes Abraham up.  Now hospitality is a sacred duty so 

he bows low before them and speaks to the one who seems to be 

their leader. They agree to stay and to accept his hospitality, he 
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hurries into the tent and says to his wife, Sarah, “We’ve got guests, 

make some dinner … please.” 

(I’m not sure he said please, but if he knew what was good for him 

he would have done!) 

 
The three men eat; then they ask him where his wife, Sarah, is. 

Abraham says, “There, in the tent.” Then the leader speaks, and 

Abraham knows who it is. He recognises the voice. He probably 

remembered this voice had spoken to him last year when The Lord 

said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah 

your wife will have a son” (Gen. 18:10). This is the One he had heard 

speak to him the year before, but had not seen. This is the One who 

promised him and Sarah a son.  

 

Sarah heard him as well. As the men ate, Sarah, was inside the 

entrance of the tent listening. She hears the man say, “Sarah your 

wife will have a son,” and she has a little laugh. She has heard that 

story before; for the last twenty-four years, to be exact. But now she 

is in her nineties, and Abraham is a hundred years old.  
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I mean let’s be honest Sarah is living in the real world, she’s very 

aware of how babies get born and when women get to an age that 

they stop producing children. When she hears the seemingly empty 

promise again, it strikes her as . . . well, funny! ‘Sarah laughed to 

herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my master is old, 

will I now have this pleasure?”’(Gen. 18:12). 

 

The visitor speaks again. He said, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, “Will 

I really have a child, now that I am old?”” And before she can do 

anything else he continues: “Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will 

return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a 

son.”  

 

Wow this man has heard her thoughts! This is no ordinary man! 

Terrified at what is happening, she shouts from inside the tent, “I did 

not laugh.” Without even turning in her direction, the stranger says, 

“Yes, you did laugh” (Gen. 18:13-15). 

 

The man says, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”  
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Well we would all love a miracle, but we all live in the real world 

don’t we, except, if we believe, is anything too hard for our God? 

 

It’s all about faith.  

 

I know we all have faith, but do we really have THAT much faith to 

believe an old woman can have a baby because God says she can? 

 

If you 

remember 

another old 

couple got 

a bit of a 

shock: in 

Luke 1 v6-

7, 

Zechariah 

and 

Elizabeth 

truly did 

what God 

said was good. They did everything the Lord commanded and were 

without fault in keeping his law. But they had no children, because 

Elizabeth could not have a baby, and both of them were very old. 

And in verse 13 But the angel said to him, “Zechariah, don’t be 

afraid. God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give birth 

to a son, and you will name him John.”  

 

And as we know, She did, and the rest is history. 

  

But we’re still surprised that God can do these sort of things aren’t 

we? I mean it’s alright to hear about miracles in the bible but what 

about real life? 
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It’s all about faith. “Is anything too hard for God?”  

 

In this passage, from Matthew we see a list of the disciples. Look at 

their names. It’s worth noting that even at this time we can see Judas 

is named and he goes out to share the mission of Jesus. They go out 

in faith to tell the Hebrews who have wondered off the tracks about 

The Son Of God.  

Let’s also look at and consider the disciples’ combined qualifications, 

not one is listed as having a degree or being a theologian or even 

school leavers certificates. This was not a group of university 

professors. I mean honestly, they weren’t any more qualified than 

Abraham or Sarah were they. They only had one thing in common, 

they were chosen, and they had faith do God’s work.  

 

This husband and wife; this group of disciples were not selected for 

their credentials. 
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They were 

selected for 

what the Spirit 

of God would 

achieve through 

them. Despite 

their 

shortcomings; 

their old age; 

their lack of 

teaching degrees; God used them to change the world. They just had 

to have the faith to let themselves be used in that work.  

 

You know where I’m going with this? Yep, we’re just as chosen by 

God for him to use us in his work.  

Despite our age or our inability to study or even if we do study, we 

just need to keep faith that we are chosen to do His will and carry 

out his mission. 

 

Look also at the number of the disciples, just 12. But remember 

Abraham & Sarah, two old people; just two, and God produced a 

nation of Hebrews; and from 12 disciples God produced a billion 

Christians. 
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Please note that whatever age we are, we are all able to do 

something for God, we just need to have faith to be able to go and 

do it.  

 

Because we follow Jesus, we are part of the continuing mission to 

share Him with everyone.  

Just as Jesus led a small 

group of people, who 

were only human like 

us, we just need to do 

our best. Just as the 

disciples were 

commissioned to go out 

and do ministry, we 

have also been 

commissioned by Jesus in Matthew 28:18-20. 

 

The faith of Abraham & Sarah and of the disciples might sound 

difficult for us to achieve, but it isn’t, they were human just like us. 

We are part of his plan, and as people of faith we just have to tell 

people who God is and what Jesus did for them. That is how 

important everyone is to God, whatever our age or education or 

ability, we all have a part to play, we just need a bit of faith that we 

can do it. Amen 

 

  


