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St Peter’s 
Film  
Club 



 

 

St. Peter’s Film Club meets in the Chapter House monthly from September to 
July.   Showings are normally on a Monday evening and start at 7.00 p.m 
unless stated otherwise.   After the film wine, juices and nibbles are served with 
an opportunity to discuss the film. 
 
Contributions towards the cost of the refreshments are always welcome, but 
there is no charge for admission. 
 

 
 

Showing this season: 
 
4th September  Hidden Figures 
 
2nd October, My Life as a Courgette 

(starting at 6 p.m for the benefit of 
younger viewers.) 

 
6th November  Red Sorghum 
 
4th December  A Street Cat Named Bob 
 
8th January   The Philadelphia Story 
 
6th February  Sarah’s Key 
 
5th March   Silence  
 
9th April   Modern Times 
 
14th May   Like Father, Like Son 
 
4th June   London Road 
 

2nd July   Whistle Down the Wind 
 
 



 

 

4th September 
Hidden Figures (2016, PG).  USA.  Colour and monochrome, 
127 mins. 
A 2016 American biographical drama film directed by Theodore 
Melfi and written by Melfi and Allison Schroeder, based on the 
non-fiction book of the same name by Margot Lee Shetterly about 
African American female mathematicians who worked at the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) during 
the Space Race and their battle with sexism .  The film stars 
Taraji P. Henson as Katherine Johnson, a mathematician who 
calculated flight trajectories for Project Mercury and other 
missions.  The film also features Octavia Spencer as NASA 
supervisor Dorothy Vaughan and Janelle Monáe as NASA 
engineer Mary Jackson, with Kevin Costner, Kirsten Dunst, Jim 
Parsons, Glen Powell and Mahershala Ali in supporting roles. 
 
 

2nd October (please note 6 p.m start) 
My Life as a Courgette (2016-2017, PG).  France.  Colour, 66 
mins. English language version 
Director : Claude Barras ; voices - Erick Abbate, Ellen Page. 
Quirky by name, quirky by nature, there’s a highly original flavour 
to this charming and witty stop-motion animation.  Nominated for 
Best Animated Feature at the Academy Awards, it has virtually 
re-invented the rules for children’s cinema.  Not that it should be 
considered just one for children – far from it.  A blue-haired little 
boy called Courgette is just nine years old when his mother 
leaves him.  A friendly policeman called Raymond places 
Courgette in a foster home.  The fellow orphans he meets are a 
mixed bunch, just about coping with life and everything that’s 
being thrown at them… 
It’s all winning stuff… Believe us : if you’re looking to expand your 
child’s (or your own) viewing menu, then this five-star reviewed 
animation is for all of you! 
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6th November 
Red Sorghum (1987, 15).  China.  Colour, 91 mins.  Chinese 
and Japanese with English subtitles. 
Director: Zhang Yimou: cast - Gong Li, Wen Jiang. 
The film takes place in a rural village in China's eastern province 
of Shandong during the Second Sino-Japanese War.  It is 
narrated from the point of view of the protagonist’s grandson, 
who reminisces about his grandmother, Jiu'er.  She was a poor 
girl who was sent by her parents into a pre-arranged marriage 
with an old man, Li Datou, who owns a distillery. When he dies, 
she takes over the distillery and after many ups and downs 
manages to make it a success.  Then brutal reality breaks in as 
the Japanese army invades and kills one of the most respected 
workers.  In a desperate attempt to avenge his death Jiu’er and 
most of the workers die.  Only one of the workers and Jiu’er’s 
infant son manage to survive. 
The film won the Golden Bear at the 1988 Berlin Film Festival.  
Roger Elbert in his review wrote: "There is a strength in the 
simplicity of this story, in the almost fairy-tale quality of its images 
and the shocking suddenness of its violence, that Hollywood in 
its sophistication has lost." 
 
 

4th December 
A Street Cat Named Bob (2016, 12A). UK.  Colour, 103 mins 
A 2016 British biographical drama film directed by Roger 
Spottiswoode and written by Tim John and Maria Nation. It is 
based on the book of same name by James Bowen.  The film 
stars Luke Treadaway, Ruta Gedmintas, Joanne Froggatt, 
Anthony Head and Bob the Cat as himself.  The film premiered 
in London in November 2016, and won Best British Film at the 
U.K. National Film Awards in March 2017.  It is the true story of 
how James Bowen, a busker who is recovering from drug 
addiction, had his life transformed when he met a stray ginger 
cat. 
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8th January 
The Philadelphia Story (1940, U).  USA.  Black-and-white, 108 
mins. 
Director:  George Cukor: cast - Katharine Hepburn, Cary Grant, 
James Stewart. 
A cheerful way to start the New Year, we’re offering the original 
film version of Philip Barry’s Broadway smash- hit play, which 
formed the basis for Cole Porter’s musical “High Society” (shown 
last year): sophisticated romantic comedy achieved its pinnacle 
in this timeless classic voted one of the Top 100 Films of all time 
by The American Film Institute.  Katharine Hepburn plays a fault-
finding, bride-to-be socialite seeking to put her marriage to Cary 
Grant behind her, while being closely observed by ‘Spy’ 
Magazine journalist James Stewart, and getting her hilarious 
comeuppance… 
 
 
 

6th February 
Sarah’s Key (2010, 12).  France.  Colour, 111 mins.   English 
and French with English subtitles. 
Director: Gilles Paquet-Brenner: cast - Kristin Scott Thomas, 
Melusine Mayance, Niels Arestrup. 
Paris, July 1942.  Sarah, a ten-year-old girl, with her parents are 
taken by the French police to the Velodrome d’Hiver where 
Parisian Jews are being rounded up.  To try to save her younger 
brother, she locks him in a bedroom cupboard.  In 2009 an 
American journalist Julia Jarmond inherits the flat and starts an 
obsessive search to discover what happened to the family.  The 
Japan Times critic wrote: “The film walks us through the minefield 
of making ethical decisions, of knowing when it’s time to take a 
stand, however symbolic”. 

 
 
 



 

 

5th March 
Silence (2016, 15).  USA, Taiwan, Mexico.  Colour, 161 
mins.  English, Japanese, Latin with English subtitles. 
A 2016 historical period drama film directed by Martin 
Scorsese and written by Jay Cocks and Scorsese, based 
on the 1966 novel of the same name by Shūsaku Endō. 
Set in Nagasaki, Japan, the film was shot entirely in 
Taiwan around Taipei.  The film stars Andrew Garfield, 
Adam Driver, Liam Neeson, Tadanobu Asano and Ciarán 
Hinds.  The plot follows two 17th century Jesuit priests 
who travel from Portugal to Japan to locate their missing 
mentor and to spread Catholic Christianity.  The story is 
set in the time when it was common for Christians to hide 
from persecution following the suppression of Japanese 
Roman Catholics during the Shimabara Rebellion (1637–
1638) against the Tokugawa shogunate. 
 
The story was a long-time passion project for Scorsese, 
which he developed for over 25 years.  The film premiered 
in Rome in November 2016.  The American Film Institute 
selected Silence as one of its ten Movies of the Year.  The 
film also received an Academy Award nomination for Best 
Cinematography at the 89th Academy Awards.  Silence is 
the third of Scorsese's three films,  following The Last 
Temptation of Christ and Kundun, addressing religious 
figures struggling with challenges to faith. 
 
 
9th April 
Modern Times (1936, U).  USA  Black-and-white, 86 minutes. 
Director: Charlie Chaplin: cast - Charlie Chaplin, Paulette 
Goddard. 
Chaplin’s ridiculing of an increasingly mechanised and 
mechanical society is an inspired assembly-line of gags, with 



 

 

machines chewing up our hero and spitting him out ;  Charlie 
finds solace in the love of Paulette Goddard and a sunset stroll 
into a happy-ever-after… 
 

14th May 
Like Father, Like Son (2013, PG).  Japan.  Colour, 121 mins.  
Japanese with English subtitles. 
Director: Hirokazu Koreeda: cast - Masaharu Fukuyama, 
Machiko Ono, Keita Ninomiya. 
Would you choose your natural son, or the son you believed was 
yours after spending six years together?  Ryota Nonomiya has 
earned everything he has by his hard work, and believes nothing 
can stop him from continuing to be successful.  Then one day, 
he and his wife, Midori, get an unexpected phone call from the 
hospital.  Their 6-year-old son, Keita, is not 'their' son - the 
hospital gave them the wrong baby.  Ryota is forced to make a 
life-changing decision, to choose between 'nature' and 'nurture.' 
Seeing Midori's devotion to Keita even after learning his origin, 
and communicating with the rough yet caring family that has 
raised his natural son for the last six years, Ryota also starts to 
question himself: has he really been a 'father' all these years. 

 

 
4th June 
London Road (2015, 15) UK.  Colour, 91 minutes. 
Director: Rufus Norris: cast - Olivia Colman, Tom Hardy, Anita 
Dobson. 
London Road documents the events of 2006, when the quiet rural 
town of Ipswich was shattered by the discovery of the bodies of 
five women.  The residents of London Road have struggled for 
years with frequent soliciting and kerb-crawling on their street. 
When a local resident is charged and then convicted of the 
murders, the community grapples with what it meant to be at the 
epicentre of this tragedy. 
That’s the story which was used for the stage production at the 
National Theatre on which this film is based.  It is part drama, 



 

 

part opera, but the lyrics are sung more as recitatives than as 
arias.  They are based on the testimony given by members of the 
community.  Olivia Colman is brilliant as the neighbour who tries 
to defend and improve the street where they all live.  Is it a drama 
or is it a musical?  However you judge it, it’s unlike any film you’ve 
seen before. 
 
 

2nd July 
Whistle Down The Wind (1961, U).  UK.  Black-and-white, 91 
minutes. 
Director: Bryan Forbes: cast - Alan Bates, Hayley Mills, Alan 
Barnes. 
Kathy, Nan and Charlie Bostock, who range in age from preteen 
to young adolescent, live on a farm outside Burnley, Lancashire 
with their widowed father.  Having just saved some kittens but 
not knowing what to do with them, they hide them on the farm 
without telling anyone while they look to God for answers.  It is 
on one of her trips to the barn to care for the kittens that Kathy 
finds a young drifter asleep in the hay.  She, believing he is the 
resurrected Jesus, confides in her siblings and they plan to treat 
him how they consider he should be treated from bible stories, 
while they wait for him to awaken so that he can tell them, not 
only what to do about the kittens, but also about life itself.  Kathy 
is afraid that adults would treat him as he was treated his first 
time on earth and crucify him.  Through everything, Kathy holds 
fast to her faith in him, even when things logically don't add up to 
him being Jesus.  How will the children react when his true 
identity is revealed? 
 


